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February and March 2018 Newsletter

Increasing Our Vitality – Part 3 – Making New Disciples
Our mission in the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world. New Disciples is also one the five markers of church vitality along with Worship, Mission, Small Groups, and Generous Giving.
We have been making good strides in these key areas, and as we enter into this
new year, we are focusing on discipleship and particularly the development of new
disciples. So, what does it mean to make a new disciple, and what might it look
like? I want to share some visions I have for our church over the next few years
regarding new disciples. Imagine the following:
We are teaching our children and youth about God, showing them by example
what Jesus teaches, and helping them to recognize the leading of the Holy Spirit in
their lives. We are involving them in the life of the church by incorporating them
in our worship services in new and innovative ways. We are showing them how to pray and having them do it. We
are teaching them Scripture and having them read it. We are demonstrating what mission work involves and sending them out to do it. We are telling them about our faith, but also listening carefully to their stories.
We are inspiring and empowering our young adults to move into ministry that matters. Issues in today’s world
need fresh addressing from a Jesus-centered point of view that will be unique to the next generations; we are helping them develop that voice. Also, we are inviting and allowing innovative forms of worship from them while retaining relevant traditions. Mostly, we are providing a space for young adults’ spiritual questions and fostering an
environment for their growth.
At the same time we are inviting people of all ages to “come and see” what a community of faith is like and how it
matters in their lives. Then, when they do come to see for themselves, we are radically hospitable and demonstrate that our place of worship is open to all, and our missional task is accomplished by many hands—including
theirs.
This is a vision of discipleship for our church. While our own discipleship remains important as we continue to
learn in our own journey of faith and apply what we learn to missional action, we are now seeking ways to invite
and work with others in that journey. Begin now to see how you will be part of making new disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Blair

Sunday Worship Service
9:30 AM
Worship in the sanctuary and
Sunday School downstairs.
Holy Communion Community Worship on the
first Sunday of each month
Coffee Fellowship follows the 9:30 service,
ALL are welcome to join in for
coffee and conversation!

Saturday “SacredSpace”
Contemplative Christian Worship
A time to pray...
A place to be still...
A space to breathe...
Please join us ~ All are Welcome

Saturdays 5:00 to 5:45 PM
in our sanctuary

Lent Begins:
Ash Wednesday Worship Service
February 14th at 7:00 PM

We welcome all visitors to IHUMC, and we
thank you for coming. We have a “Visitor
Bag” for you! Please see one of the Ushers.

COME AGAIN!

Pastor’s visits to shut-ins are ongoing. If you
would like a home or hospital visit with
Communion for yourself or a loved one, please
contact Pastor Blair, 732-929-0445, or the
church office, 732-929-0444.

Church Office
The office is open Monday through Thursday,
9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
Secretary, Arlene Gratzel
Phone: 732-929-0444 ~ Fax: 732-929-1271
After hours Emergency Contact: 732-929-0445
E-Mail: ihumc@comcast.net
Web Site: www.ihumc.org
“Grieving With Friends”
For many years, Carol Herbert
helped those who had suffered the
loss of a loved one by having a
monthly lunch where they could
share their stories and gain comfort from one another. Carol felt it was time for the ministry to
grow and so along with Pat McWilliams, Betty
Brokaw and Sue Swain, they started Grief Share.
They have just completed their first 13 week program and after reviewing and evaluating it, they
will be ready to schedule the next one. Anyone
who is interested should reach out to one of these
women or call the Church Office to get more information.
IHUMC FOOD PANTRY
Thank you to all who donated gifts, food and
money so that the Food Pantry families were able to enjoy Christmas,
and also to everyone who contributed on Soup-er Bowl Sunday.
A Very Big Thank You!! to all the
volunteers who make such a difference in these families lives.
The IHUMC Food Pantry is OPEN the
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month.
9:00 a.m. to 11 a.m.
2018 Tithing Envelope Boxes
Envelopes are available for pick-up in
Fellowship Hall.

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
Everyone is Welcome!

United Methodist
Women
ANNUAL

United Methodist Women Groups:
Knitters & Crocheters
Mondays @ 10:30
Craft Group
Wednesdays @ 9:30
Naomi Circle of Light
1st Wed of the month @ 12 N
UMW Book Club
3rd Thurs of the month @ 12 N
United Methodist Men
~Meet 2nd Tues of the month @ 12 N
~Breakfast ~ 3rd Sat of the month
8—10 in Fellowship Hall
Bible Study
Pastor’s Bible Study meets every
Thursday @ 10:30 in Fellowship Hall to
discuss upcoming Sunday’s reading.
Choir
Join them on Thurs @ 7pm
Grief Share
A 13 week program to provide help
and encouragement after the loss of a
loved one.

Food Pantry
The pantry is open the 1st & 3rd Tues
of the month from 9 to 11

The Joy is in the Journey-Join Us!
All of the groups welcome new comers
so please feel free to stop in to any of
the meetings to learn more about

“Soup & Bread Sale” to go,
during the UMM Breakfast on
February 17th.
Stop on by for breakfast and pick up some soup
and bread for lunch or dinner!
Volunteers are needed to make soup and or
bake bread for February 17th. Please see
Joyce Hoyer or Peggy Parry for the plastic
quart soup containers during Coffee Fellowship
or stop by the Church office during regular office hours. This fundraiser helps underwrite
our many mission programs. Thank you in advance for all your hard work and contributions.

Coffee Fellowship
We Need Hosts!!! Friends & Families can
get together to bring a light snack to
share over coffee after service. The hosts
are then responsible for the cleanup and
to make sure the kitchen and fellowship
hall are ready for the next gathering.
Please sign up for one Sunday. What a
great way to entertain and be with
friends . Thank you and God Bless

United Methodist Men
Breakfast
8 to 10 A.M.
February 17th

Next UMM Meeting:

February 13th

All men are welcome to attend at noon in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a bag lunch, beverage and dessert will be provided.

I am sure many of
you feel as I do, that
we have just packed
up the Christmas
decorations and put
away the presents
and we are now seeing notices about Ash
Wednesday and Lent. Not only is Easter
early this year, but Ash Wednesday falls
on Valentines Day and Easter is April
1st! Here are the dates to mark on your
calendars for our special Lent services:

IHUMC
Scholarship Fund
CORNED BEEF &
CABBAGE DINNER
March 15th
~ 6:00 pm
Eat in or Take-out Available
One Seating at 6:00 PM
Adults $14 Children (under 12) $7
Tickets available at Coffee Fellowship
or call the church office.
Proceeds will benefit the IHUMC
Scholarship Fund

Ash Wednesday
February 14, 2018
Worship Service 7PM
Palm Sunday ~ March 25 ~ 9:30am
Holy Thursday ~ March 29 ~ 7pm
Good Friday ~ March 30 ~ 12-3pm
Prayer and meditation in the sanctuary
Holy Saturday SacredSpace ~ 5pm
Easter Sunrise Service ~ April 1
6:30am at the Camp Meeting Grounds
Easter Sunday Service ~April 1
9:30am in the sanctuary

2018 GNJ Scholarship
Applications and Instructions
are available in the Church Office.
Deadline Date is March 31, 2018

Easter Lily Sale:
Order forms will be
available at the beginning of March so that
flowers can be ordered
to decorate the altar.
Members can then take
the flowers home after
Easter Service.

COMMUNION
COMMUNITY
SUNDAY
Special thanks to our
children, youth, and
young adults for serving as Worship Leaders,
Ushers, Greeters and Readers on Communion
Sundays. Your participation enriches our service.

UMW B00K CLUB
February 15
12 Noon—Bring lunch
Dessert will be provided
The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry, by
Gabrielle Zevin will be discussed.
Book for March read will be available.

SacredSpace
Saturday, February 17 at 5pm at
Island Heights UMC
Join us for a special evening of prayer and healing
featuring Visiting

Harp Ministries

Visiting Harp is a small Celtic harp, played by Frederick Boyle, selecting from traditional folk music and spiritual songs. Presently, Visiting Harp contributes music to worship services, prayer gatherings, spiritual retreats, and social occasions. Visiting Harp
also provides healing music at several Assisted Living Centers in northern New Jersey.
Frederick Boyle (MDiv MM, BFA) is a retired Elder in the United Methodist Church, a composer, and a trained professional musician. During his career pastoring churches, Frederick received special training in spiritual direction from Tree of Life, and hospice training from the Visiting Nurses Association. He is a member of the New York Composers Circle and has had recent performances of his works in New York City, Rochester, NY, and L’Viv, Ukraine.

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE PETO MUSEUM:
Saturday night, January 27, 2018, the Sanctuary was filled with
the sounds of Opera. Richel Hippert and Jose’ Heredia performed a
Starry Night of Opera Arias. It was a wonderful evening, especially for
those of us not familiar with opera. We were offered Peto’s signature
cake and Pelligrino during Intermission which fit the night perfectly.
We look forward to future events that our friends at the Peto Museum
will present and hope they will continue to hold them in IHUMC.
*********************************************************
THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND TO PRACTICE DURING LENT (and after)
Returning to Essentials by Richard Rohr as he paraphrased the message from Quaker pastor, Philip Gulley in his book, If the Church Were Christian:
1. Jesus is a model for living more than an object of worship.
2. Affirming people’s potential is more important then reminding them of their brokenness.
3. The work of reconciliation should be valued over making judgments.
4. Gracious behavior is more important than right belief.
5. Inviting questions is more valuable than supplying answers.
6. Encouraging the personal search is more important than group uniformity.
7. Meeting actual needs is more important than maintaining institutions.
8. Peacemaking is more important than power.
9. We should care more about love and less about sex.
10. Life in this world is more important than the afterlife (eternity is God’s work anyway).
“Hospitality is the practice that keeps the church from becoming a club, a members-only
society.”—Diana Butler Bass

February 2018
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

1

FRI

2

SAT

3

Bible Study
10:30 ~ FH
Sacred Space
5:00—5:45

4

5

COMMUNION

Knitters 10:30

6 Food Pantry
9-11

8

9:30 Crafters

Bible Study
10:30 ~ FH

13

149:30 Crafters 15

Knitters 10:30

UMM~12N~FH

VALENTINES
DAY

19

20Food Pantry 21
9-11

Knitters 10:30

9:30 Crafters

10
Sacred Space
5:00-5:45

12

7PM— ASH
WEDNESDAY

18

9

Naomi Circle of
Light ~ 12 Noon

SOUPER
BOWL

11

7

16

Breakfast 8~10
&UMW~ Soup &
Bread Sale

Bible
Study10:30—FH
UMW ~ 12 N
Book Club ~ FH

22

17 UMM

Sacred Space~5
Visiting Harp

23

24

Bible Study
10:30 ~ FH
Sacred Space~ 5

25

26

27

Knitters 10:30

28
9:30 Crafters

Trustees ~ 7PM
FH

March 2018
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

1

FRI

2

SAT

3

Bible Study
10:30 ~ FH
Sacred Space
5:00~5:45

4

5

COMMUNION

10:30 Knitters

6

Food

Pantry 9-11

Sale of Lilies

11

12

13

10:30 Knitters

7

19

20

10:30 Knitters

Pantry 9-11

Food

9

9:30 Crafters
Bible Study
Naomi Circle of 10:30 ~ FH
Light~12 N~FH

Sacred Space
5:00~5:45

15Bible Study 16

17UMM

9:30 Crafters

10:30 ~ FH

Breakfast 8-10

UMW ~ 12N
Book Club ~ FH
Corned Beef
Dinner ~ 6:00

21

22

9:30 Crafters

Study10:30 ~ FH

Bible

Sacred Space
5:00~5:45

23

24
Sacred Space
5:00~5:45

Last Day to
order Lilies

25
26
10:30 Knitters
PALM
SUNDAY

10

14

UMM~12 N~FH

18

8

27
Trustees
7pm ~ FH

28

29

30

31

9:30 Crafters

HOLY
THURSDAY

GOOD
FRIDAY

HOLY
SATURDAY

Bible Study
10:30 ~ FH

12—3PM
Silent Prayer

